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Marine Corps League 
Department of North Carolina 

  

 
 

Spring Membership Meeting 
5 April 2025 

 
 

Hosted by: Swansboro Detachment #1407 
 

Host Detachment Commandant: Paul Miethker 
 
 

 
Presided by: Commandant Robert Hare 

Department of North Carolina 
Marine Corps League 

 
 
 
Meeting start time: 0930 
Meeting Location: Islander Hotel & Resort, Emerald Isle,  
Host Contact: Al Farrell 
E-mail: mclswansboro1407@hotmail.com 
Phone Number: (919) 812-2312 

mailto:mclswansboro1407@hotmail.com
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A. Colors – outside at flag pole – 0750 muster 

 
 

B. Training / Commandants Council – 0815 
1. Commandants Council   
2. Training – Detachment Transmittals – Colin Mayo 

 
 
 

C. Opening Remarks by Dept. Commandant Robert Hare – 0930  
1. Meeting called to order 
2. Post Colors – Sgt-at-Arms – Steve Tracy 
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Sgt-at-Arms – Steve Tracy 
4. Open Bible and Invocation – Lisa Ciesielski [Uncover] 
5. This Meeting is dedicated to all Marines, Navy Personnel and Associates 

that have received PCS Orders to stand guard at the entrance to the 
Supreme Commandants’ residence.  The meeting was dedicated to John 
Dilday. 
 

 
 

D. Recognition of other Guests by the Host Detachment 
1. Thanks, and remarks by Host Commandant Paul Miethker 
2. Eagle Scout Presentation to Dylan K. Tredwell of Troop 445.  He put up 

a flagpole retaining wall which was dedicated to his grandfather.  
 
E. Guest Speaker – up to 10 minutes each 

1. MajGen Joe Shrader, CEO Carolina Museum of the Marine 
 

15-minute break to excuse any guests, Honor Guard, Auxiliary or non-members 
that may need to leave at this time 

 
Meeting called to order 

 
 

F. Recognition of National Officers & National Marines of the Year 
1. National Judge Advocate – Bruce Rakfeldt 
2. MODD 61st Chief Devil Dog – Jeffrey Jones 
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3. MODD Kennel Dog Robber & Department of South Carolina 
Commandant – Helen Breen 

4. MODD Kennel Bits & Bytes Dog & Department of South Carolina 
Judge Advocate – Jim Breen 

5. MODD Kennel Lucky Dog – Reggie Sawyer 
6. MODD Deputy Kennel Barking Dog – Mike Maddox 
7. NVC Mid East Division & MODD Deputy Police Dog – Rick 

Thomason  
8. National & Kennel Historian – Greg Ciesielski  
9. MODD Dog Trainer – Lisa Ciesielski 
10. National & MED Boy Scouts Committee & MED Sgt at Arms -   

Charles Minton  
11. National MCL Foundation & National Youth Physical Fitness 

Committee & National Protocol Officer- Devell (Bull) Durham 
12. Mid-East Division Assistant Vice Chief Devil Dog & MED Sgt at Arms 

– Ric Ledford 
13. Mideast Division Compliance Officer – Kenny Joyner 
14. MED Chapel of Four Chaplains & Youth Physical Fitness Coordinator – 

Robert Hare 
15. Ask all past National and Division officers to stand.  

 
 
G. Recognition of the Department MOY/AOY (WOY) 

1. Kenny Joyner - 2024 Department Marine of the Year. 
2. Judy Brenner – 2024 Department Associate of the Year. 
3. Ask all past MOY & AOY (WOY) Recipients to stand and be 

recognized 
 
 
H. Recognition of Past Department Commandants 

1. Jr. Past Department Commandant Ric Ledford  
2. Ask all the Past Department Commandants to stand and be recognized. 

 
 
I. Recognition of Guests with Invitation to address the membership 

1. MODD NC Pack Worthy Pack Leader - Keith Shearin 
 

J. Chapel of Four Chaplains Presentation 
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1. . none 
 

 
K. Roll Call of Department Officers  

 (By the Adjutant– “When called, each Officer shall rise and salute the 
Commandant.”) 

 
1. Commandant – Robert Hare 
2. Sr. Vice Commandant – James Mitchell 
3. Jr. Vice Commandant – James Crandall 
4. Judge Advocate – Bill Brown 
5. Jr. Past Commandant – Ric Ledford 
6. Chief of Staff – (vacant) 
7. Chaplain – Lisa Ciesielski  
8. Assistant Chaplain – Marilyn Bower 
9. Sgt.-at-Arms – Steve Tracy 
10. Assistant Sgt-at-Arms – Mike Maddox 
11. Paymaster – Kevin Ashton 
12. Assistant Paymaster – Colin Mayo 
13. Young Marines Service Officer – Jon Henderson (absent) 
14. Toys For Tots Coordinator– Kevin Ashton 
15. VAVS Service Officer – Al Pasquale 
16.  Legislative Officer – Kenny Joyner 
17.  Compliance Officer – Phil Randall/William Brown 
18. Bylaws Committee Chairman – Lisa Ciesielski  
19. Eagle Scout Coordinator – Charles Minton  
20. Marine For Life Liaison – (vacant)  
21. Adjutant – Justine Mitchell 
22. Web Sergeant – Robert Hare 
23. Public Relations – Marilyn Bower 
24. Historian - Greg Ciesielski  
25. Chapel of Four Chaplains – Jeff Mixon 
26. Youth Physical Fitness Coordinator – (vacant) 
27. Social Media Officer – Mike Maddox 
 
 

L. District Vice Commandants  
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(By the Adjutant – “When called, each DVC shall rise and salute the 
Commandant.”) 

1. NC West DVC’s  
a) West District – Denver Grant 
b) Northwest District – (vacant) 
c) Midwest District – (vacant) 
d) Northcentral District – Mike Clark 
e) Central District – Mike Nelsen  
f) Southcentral – (vacant) 

2. NC East DVC’s 
a) North District – (vacant) 
b) Northeast District – Leotha Forte 
c) South District – Howard Boyd 
d) East District – Ray Randall (absent) 
e) Southeast District – Ray Randall (absent) 

 
 

M.   Roll Call of Detachments  
(By the Adjutant – “The senior member of each Detachment shall rise, salute the 
Commandant, state their Detachment position and the number of members present 
to ensure a quorum is met.”) 

1. John V. Berg Detachment #257 (Kinston) 
2. Greater Greensboro Detachment #260 (Greensboro) 
3. Onslow County Detachment #262 (Jacksonville) 
4. Charlotte Detachment #750 (Charlotte) 
5. Blue Ridge Detachment #848 (Asheville) 
6. PFC Charles D. Hare Detachment #914 (Monroe) 
7. Shawn Knisley Detachment #983 (Fayetteville) 
8. Sand Hills Area Detachment #1001 (Aberdeen) 
9. Paul Ray Purgason Detachment #1005 (Shallotte) 
10. Stanly County Detachment #1021 (Albemarle) 
11. Cherry Point Detachment #1067 (Havelock) 
12. Cape Fear Detachment #1070 (Wilmington) 
13. Percy John Fulton Detachment #1075 (Winston-Salem) 
14. Gen. A Hal Turnage Detachment #1096 (Salisbury) 
15. Iredell County Detachment #1097 (Troutman) 
16. Gen. Raymond G. Davis Detachment #1162 (Gastonia) 
17. Catawba Valley Detachment #1163 (Hickory) 
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18. NC Foothills Detachment #1164 (Shelby) 
19. Cpl. Johnny A. Williamson Detachment #1165 (Asheboro) 
20. Cabarrus Detachment #1175 (Concord) 
21. Sgt WE Plueddemann Detachment #1186 (Greenville) 
22. Williams/Canter Detachment #1187 (North Wilkesboro) 
23. PFC. Terry C. Smith Detachment #1193 (High Point) 
24. Table Rock Detachment #1197 (Morganton) 
25. LCpl. Alan D. Lam Detachment #1209 (Burlington) 
26. Cpl. Chris S. Ebert Detachment #1221 (Forest City) 
27. Sanford Detachment #1223 (Sanford) 
28. PFC. Jerry L. McKinney Detachment #1232 (Wentworth) 
29. Carry-On Detachment #1236 (Clayton) 
30. PFC. Bruce Larson Detachment #1242 (Huntersville) 
31. Richmond Leathernecks Detachment #1252 (Rockingham) 
32. Air, Land, NC Detachment #1257 (Wake Forest) 
33. Cpl. Suzi Sannes Detachment #1262 (Rocky Mount)  
34. Outer Banks Detachment #1264 (Kitty Hawk) 
35. Mt. Mitchell Detachment #1266 (Spruce Pines) 
36. Gold Leaf Detachment #1276 (Wilson) 
37. Walter Frank Osborne Jr. Detachment #1298 (Sparta) 
38. Mountaineer Detachment #1320 (Watauga) 
39. Hampstead Detachment #1321 (Pender) 
40. Surry County Detachment #1322 (Surry) 
41. Crossed Rifles Detachment #1346 (Harnett) 
42. Waynesborough Detachment #1350 (Wayne) 
43. High Country Detachment #1389 (Ashe) 
44. Swansboro Detachment #1407 (Swansboro) 
45. Oriental Dragon Detachment #1413 (Oriental) 
46. Asheville Detachment #1417 (Asheville) 
47. RDU Detachment #1482 (Durham)  
48.  A point of order was called by Bruce Rakfeldt for quorum 

determination. 
 
 
N.  Adjutant’s Report  

1. The meeting minutes are posted on the website.  
2. I would encourage all detachments to set up detachment emails for their 

officers.  Emails are bouncing back saying that attachments are too 
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large, or the email address is blocked from receiving the emails.  Also, 
by doing it this way when a new officer is elected the email address 
stays the same.    

3. Please make sure a copy of your latest ROI is sent to the Adjutant as 
well as the Paymaster (who gets the original signed copy).  

4. An Excel spreadsheet titled “DoNC Quick Reference” has been sent out 
to all detachments.  Please make sure this is shared with all of your 
detachment members.  It will be updated on occasion with a new dated 
version to be sent out.  

5. It is imperative that the Detachment Commandant and Paymaster have 
emails.  There is some data which is only sent to them.   

6. When data is sent out and a response is requested to be sent to a specific 
person, please send it to that person.  You may always copy me but 
please do respond to the requested person.  

7. Please make sure your quarterly reports are completed.  Some 
detachments have not submitted any for several quarters.  Also please 
make sure you cc your DVC when sending the reports. 

8. Rick Thomason made a motion to accept the Adjutant’s Report.  Laura 
Hamilton 2nd the motion.  Motion was voted on and passed. 

 
Commandant Hare asks for a motion to waive reading of the minutes. 

 
O. Paymaster’s Report – Kevin Ashton & Colin Mayo 

1.  
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P.      Installation of Officers 
1. Colin Mayo – Assistant Paymaster 
2. Mike Nelsen – DVC Central District 

 
 
Q. Chaplain’s Report –Lisa Ciesielski . 

1. I have had a total of 32 Notices of Death sent to me since the Fall 
meeting.  22 of those Marines/Associate members have passed since 
then.  10 of those are from earlier.  I have sent cards from those who 
have been sent in a timely manner (less than 60 days. 

2. I have sent cards to those few that I have been told are sick. 
3. Please pause for a moment of silence for our fallen Marines. 

 
R. D.V.C.’s - Report of Officers –  

 
1. NC West DVC’s  
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a) West District – Denver Grant 

 
b) Northwest District – (vacant) 
c) Midwest District – (vacant) 
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d) Northcentral District – Mike Clark 
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e) Central District – Mike Nelsen 

•  5 Detachments in his district and will reach out to all. 
a) Southcentral – (vacant)  

2. NC East DVC’s 
a) North District – (vacant) 
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b) Northeast District – Leotha Forte 
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c) South District – Howard Boyd 
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d) East District – Ray Randall (absent – no report) 
e) Southeast District – Ray Randall (absent – no report) 

 
 

S. Commandant’s Report – Robert Hare  
1. Hurricane Helene occurred at our last membership meeting, and I could 

not be prouder of our department. A plethora of supplies and toys were 
delivered.   

2. Provided a report at Mid-Winter Conference; as a department delivered 
over $1M in supplied to Western NC and traveled over 600,000 miles 
and logged over 400,000 community service hours. 

3. We created a program called Christmas in the Mountains and delivered 
over 62,000 toys for Western NC. 
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4. On the Dog side 12 tons of dog and cat food, trailers full of hay and 
horse feed.   

5. Other Departments, detachments and individuals also sent us over 
$33,000 in donations with no solicitation from us. 

6. Next phase with the remaining funds is to get with Home Depot to see 
what they can do for us. 

7. We had about 3600 manpower days volunteering in Western NC 
8. Toured the state and visited detachments and went to Mid-Winter 

Conference.   
9. I have tried to enhance communication.  Have established EBoT and 

BoT meetings.  Each meeting is held respectively on alternating months 
 

 
T. Report of Staff Officers  

 
1. Sr. Vice Commandant – James Mitchell 

a) We currently have 3 raffles on the website, and they are located 
under the fundraiser section.    

b) Not many tickets have been purchased for either raffle.  Worried that 
the word is not being passed to the membership. 

c) The department has a donation button on the website if you want to 
contribute but not partake in the raffles. 

d) It costs us to attend gun shows.  We went to 2 of them and did not 
make a return on our investment.  AT the gun shows we are in 
competition with local detachments and the VFW. 

e) Ask the local detachments if you can attend a gun show in their areas.  
If you are not a member in good standing you cannot collect money 
for the Marine Corps League. 

f) Sent an email to every commandant inquiring why they do not attend 
staff meetings and conventions.  Only received 1 reply. 

g) I cannot help you with your detachment if I do not know what you 
need help with. 

h) Update your QRF.      
 

2. Recess of the DoNC Membership Meeting morning session 
a) Chaplain to close Bible 
b) Sgt-at-Arms to announce that the meeting will reconvene 1 hour from 

now. 
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Recess for lunch - Reconvene in 1 hour 
lunch recess 1149.  Reconvene at 1300 

 
3. Reconvene the DoNC Membership Meeting afternoon session 

a) Sgt-at-Arms to bring meeting to order 
b) Chaplain to open the Bible 

4. Jr. Vice Commandant – James Crandall 
a) We need to make sure we are out actively recruiting new members. 
b) Showing up for events in your local areas 
c) Retention.  Need to get unpaid dues paid. 
d) The department has a total of 1907 paid members (1582 regular, 304 

associate, and 21 multiple) and 236 unpaid members (153 regular, 80 
associate, and 3 Multiple). 

e) Members should have business/membership cards so they can pass 
out to potential members. 

 
5. Judge Advocate –Bill Brown 

a)    
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6. Bylaws Committee Chairman – Lisa Ciesielski / Bill Brown 
a) Bylaws have been approved and posted.  
b) Deadline is 14 April for Detachment Bylaw submissions. 

   
7. Sgt.-at-Arms – Steve Tracy 

a) No report 
 

8. Web sergeant – (vacant) Commandant Hare will be the temporary Web 
Sgt. until a new person is appointed 
 

9. Chief of Staff – Report will be made by Commandant Hare 
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a) Discuss upcoming Membership meetings and host Detachments for 
them     

i. Convention 2025 – Air Land NC Det #1257, Double Tree by 
Hilton RDU Airport 4810 Page Creek Ln, Durham  

ii. Fall 2025 – need a volunteer detachment 
iii. Spring 2026 – Onslow County #262 
iv. Convention 2026 – Museum of the Carolina Marines 
v. Fall 2026 – Ashville #1418 tentative. 

vi. Spring 2027 – need a volunteer detachment 
 
 

 
 
U. Report of Project Leaders  
  

1. Toys For Tots – Kevin Ashton 
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2. Eagle Scout Program – Charles Minton  
a) No Report 
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3. Marine For Life Liaison – (vacant)   
4. Young Marines Program – Jon Henderson  

 
5. VAVS Program – Al Pasquale 
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6. Fund-Raising – James Mitchell  
7. Compliance Officer – Phil Randall/William Brown 
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8. Scholarship – Ric Ledford 

a)  No report 
9. Budget & Finance Committee – Keith Shearin/Betty Kramer 

o Budget Proposal presentation  
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Commandant Hare “At this time I ask for a motion from the Floor to 
accept the Officer and Committee reports as given or submitted.”  Dave 
Ward made a motion, and it was seconded by Denver Grant.  Motion 
passed.   
 

V.  Reconvene the DoNC Membership Meeting afternoon session 
1. Sgt-at-Arms to bring meeting to order 
2. Chaplain to open the Bible 

 
W. Awards and Recognition 

1. 1 Certificate of Appreciation, 4 Meritorious Commendations, 1 
Distinguished Citizen Award,   
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X. Unfinished Business 
1. Department Foundation Creation.  A motion was made by Kenny 

Joyner.  Seconded by Dave Ward.  Motion passed. 
2. Discussion on centralizing the convention 

 
Y. New Business 

1. Make John Dilday an Honorary Commandant, posthumously.  A Motion 
was made by Bill Brown and seconded by Jim Mitchell.  Motion Passed. 

2. VSO Program and VSO Coordinator.  Motion was made to table the 
discussion, seconded by Kenny Joyner.  Motion passed 
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3. Increase the budget line-item for Mid-East Division.  NC makes up 41% 
of the members. A motion was made by Betty Kramer, seconded by 
Reggie Sawyer.  Motion passed.  

 
Z. Good of the League 

1. Dave Ward from Detachment #1407 thanked the body for all the turkeys 
and ham. 

2. Detachment #1070 Meritorious Toys for Tots over 90,000 toys 
3. Detachment 1075 15th Annual Mudd Run 1st Saturday in June 
4. James Mitchell donated to the ladies of the Swansboro detachments for 

their hard work during the meeting. 
5. Ric Ledford, Bob Click and Marilyn thanked the body for their support 

during Hurricane Helene 
6. PFC Sean Knisley Detachment present Ric Ledford a check for 

Hurricane Helene assistance 
7. Rick Thomason announced that the Mid East Convention is June 27th 

and 28th.  Bob Borka will be speaking. 

 
AA. Announcements 

1. Intent to run for office:  Robert Hare – Commandant; James Mitchell Sr 
Vice Commandant; James Crandall Jr Vice Commandant. 
 

BB. Closing of the Meeting per Ritual  
1. Remarks by Cmdt. Hare 
2. Singing of the Marines Hymn 
3. “Good night Chesty, wherever you are!” 
4. Retire the Colors 
5. Sr. Vice Commandant’s last duty – James Mitchell 
6. Chaplain – Prayer and close the Bible – Lisa Ciesielski. 
7. Meeting adjourned 


